PRE-WAR AGAIN

the time of the Stresa declaration, the British government had
issued a warning that rearmament might be necessary, and had
called attention to the possibility, rather unobtrusively, in their
election programme in the autumn of the same year. But the
British public was at that time quite unalarmed, the Labour
opposition was thoroughly pacifist and, as Baldwin" said two years
later in a speech which he described as 'appallingly frank', if
the government had gone all out for rearmament in the 1935
election they would probably have lost their majority. In 1937,
however, Baldwin's government announced a big rearmament
programme and set to work on it at once. The Labour opposition
protested, but the welcome accorded to the programme through-
out the country was unmistakable. It expressed feelings deeper
than any party politics. However, rearmament programmes
take time before they can produce results. The first year or
more is mostly spent in making the machines that will make the
munitions.

The Spanish civil war. In 1936 civil war broke out in Spain
(whose king had been deposed in 1930) between rival factions;
one side, led by General Franco, roughly resembled the Italian
Fascists, the other was a coalition of Liberals and Communists.
Italy and Germany sent both munitions and troops to support
Franco; France and Russia gave less effective assistance to the
other side. In Britain opinion was divided. Those who inclined
towards socialism supported the Liberal-Communist groups,
while a section of Conservative opinion supported Franco.
Most people probably took the line that the Spanish civil war was
no affair of ours, and the main object of the British government
was to secure that the Spaniards should be left to settle their
affairs for themselves. A non-intervention committee was
established in London and all the great powers of Europe were
represented on it. It certainly did not prevent intervention, by
every continental great pqwer, on one side or the other, but it
may have kept intervention within narrower limits than would
have otherwise been the case.

After two years of fighting Franco's forces won, and a system
akin to Fascism was established in Spain. Some feared that
Spain would in consequence become a dose ally of Germany and
Italy and join them in any general European war that might